
 

 

SAFE HARBOR ESTATE LAW’S  

Top 10 Movies About Estate Planning  
Believe it or not, there are several movies out in the world that have estate planning themes. 

Whether it is a fight for an inheritance, guardianship, or distribution of a will/trust, check 

out our list (in no particular order) of estate planning movies we think you will enjoy!  

 

 

 1. Knives Out, 2019 (PG-13) 

This recent film follows the death of a wealthy 

crime novelist, Harlan Thrombey, and his large 

inheritance left behind. A detective hired by an 

anonymous party seeks to uncover the truth 

surrounding Thrombey’s death, interviewing 

suspicious family members along the way.  

  7. Rain Man, 1988 (R) 

Car dealer Charlie Babbitt (Tom Cruise) learns 

that his estranged father died and left his $3 

million fortune to his autistic older brother’s 

mental institution.  

 2. Disney’s Aristocrats, 1970 (G) 

In this beloved animated film, Edgar, a sneaky 

butler, kidnaps a family of cats when he finds 

out that his mistress’ recent Will leaves her 

entire fortune to them.  

  8. Despicable Me, 2010 (PG) 

Supervillain Gru decides to hatch an evil plan 

to steal the moon. Plans change when he fosters 

3 orphan girls, and they hatch a plan of their 

own to have him adopt them.  

 3. The Ultimate Gift, 2006 (PG) 

This film based on a novel by Jim Stovall 

follows a deceased billionaire’s grandson who 

inherits a list of tasks to complete to receive, 

“the ultimate gift” from his grandfather.   

 

  9. Brewster’s Millions, 1985 (PG) 

A former minor-league pitcher learns that his 

great-uncle has left him $300 million with a 

catch: he must spend $30 million of it in 30 

days with a complicated set of rules.  

 4. Little Big League, 1994 (PG) 

This sports film is about a young 12-year-old 

who becomes an Heir to the entire Minnesota 

Twins baseball team.  

 

  10. Mr. Poppers Penguins, 2011 (PG) 

Jim Carrey stars as Mr. Popper, a successful 

real estate developer whose life changes when 

he receives one final gift from his late father – a 

penguin.  

 5.  The Descendants, 2011 (R) 

George Clooney stars as Matt King, a husband 

who struggles with what to do with his wife’s 

large land trust after a tragic accident leaves her 

in a coma. 

 

  

   

 


